CITY OF DUBLIN
HERITAGE & CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2016, 7:00 PM
DUBLIN CIVIC CENTER, 100 CIVIC PLAZA
1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
3.1
Public Comments
At this time, the public is permitted to address the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission on nonagendized items. The Commission must, however, comply with all State Laws in regard to items not
appearing on the posted agenda. The Commission may respond to statements made or questions
asked, or may request Staff to report back at a future meeting concerning the matter. Any member of
the public may contact the Office of the Parks and Community Services Department related to the
proper procedure to place an item on a future Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission agenda. The
exceptions under which the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission MAY discuss and/or take action on
items not appearing on the agenda are contained in GC 54954.2(b)(1)(2)(3).

4.

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
4.1
Minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting
The Commission will consider approval of the minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting.

5.

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None.

6.

PUBLIC HEARING – None.

7.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None.

8.

NEW BUSINESS
8.1
Utility Box Art Selection
The Commission will consider utility box art design applications.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Select and recommend City Council approval of professional artists for the three boxes along Village
Parkway, and consider recommending professional artists for the boxes nearest to Dublin High School.
8.2

9.

2017 Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Dates
The Commission will receive a calendar of 2017 Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission meeting dates.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Receive the Report.

OTHER BUSINESS
9.1
Brief Informational–Only Reports
Brief INFORMATIONAL-ONLY reports from Commissioners and/or Staff, including Reports by
Commission related to Meetings Attended at City Expense (AB 1234).

This AGENDA is posted in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a)
If requested, pursuant to Government Code Section 54953.2, this agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a disability, as
required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Section 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation
thereof. To make a request for disability-related modification or accommodation, please contact the Office of Parks and Community Services (925) 556-4500 at least
72 hours in advance of the meeting. A complete packet of information containing Staff Reports and attachments related to each item is available for public review at
least 72 hours prior to a Heritage & Cultural Arts Commission Meeting or, in the event that it is delivered to the Commission less than 72 hours prior to a Heritage &
Cultural Arts Commission Meeting, as soon as it is so delivered. The packet is available in the Parks & Community Services Department at Civic Center.
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10.

9.2

Discussion of Future Agenda Items
Staff will offer a preview of agenda items expected in the next two months. The Commission may
suggest topics it would like to see added to future agendas with consensus of the majority of the
Commission.

9.3

Recognition of Commission Accomplishments, Outgoing Commissioners
Staff will present a brief review of 2016 Accomplishments and service of outgoing Commissioners Timea
Iharosi, Steve Minniear, Richard Deets and Dayna Tutino.

ADJOURNMENT

This NOTICE is posted in accordance with government Code Section 54954(b)(3).
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STAFF REPORT

HERITAGE AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
DATE:

December 8, 2016

TO:

Honorable Chair and Commissioners

FROM:

Tegan McLane, Cultural Arts & Heritage Manager

SUBJECT:

Minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Heritage & Cultural Arts Commission will consider approval of the minutes of the November 10, 2016
Regular Meeting of the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None.
RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Heritage and Cultural Arts
Commission.
DESCRIPTION:
The Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission will consider approval of the minutes of the November 10, 2016
Regular Meeting of the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission.
NOTICING REQUIREMENTS/PUBLIC OUTREACH:
None.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Draft Minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission.

ITEM NO: 4.1

HERITAGE AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
REGULA R MEETIN G
Draft Minutes
CITY OF DUBLIN
November 10, 2016
The November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission was called to
order at 7:00 PM at the Dublin Civic Center, Dublin, California, by Chair Blackburn.
Commissioners (Cm.) Present:
Commissioners Absent:

Blackburn, Minniear, Tutino, He, Iharosi, Deets
Szollos

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chair Blackburn led the Pledge of Allegiance.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS – None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4.1
Minutes of October 13, 2016 Regular Meeting
On a motion by Cm. Iharosi, seconded by Cm. Minniear, and by a vote of 5-0-0 with Cm. Szollos and Cm.
Deets absent (Cm. Deets arrived after the vote was conducted), the Commission took the following
action:
ACTION:
Approved minutes of the October 13, 2016 Regular Meeting, as presented.
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None.
PUBLIC HEARING – None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None.
NEW BUSINESS
8.1
Cultural Arts Needs Assessment
Ms. Tegan McLane, Cultural Arts and Heritage Manager, presented the specifics of the item as outlined
in the Staff Report.
Cm. Deets arrived at 7:05 PM.
Cm. Deets asked where affordable housing residents’ fit into the Household Income section of the
survey. Ms. McLane explained they likely fit into the lower household income brackets, $50,000$75,000 and below.
Cm. Minniear questioned how Staff determined arts programming needs to be more inclusive. Ms.
McLane said the survey asked respondents to state whether they agreed with a statement about arts
programming being “inclusive and reflective of interests of Dublin residents.” Comments provided on
the survey and through interviews and roundtable meetings also indicated a need.
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Chair Blackburn questioned what respondents meant when they requested more professional
performances. Ms. McLane said the survey question did not ask people to elaborate on specific types of
professional performances.
Cm. Minniear asked the actual numbers of people responding to make up the percentages. Ms. McLane
said she had only percentages, not actual numbers available at the meeting, but could provide actual
numbers later.
Chair Blackburn asked whether the new amphitheater will have a power source for sound and lighting
equipment. Parks & Community Services Director James Rodems confirmed there will be ample power
and noted the City is also working to add a stage covering to provide shade and accommodate stage
lights, but how quickly that can be added depends on whether the Emerald Glen Recreation and Aquatic
Center is delivered under budget.
Cm. Tutino asked how Staff reached out to the young adults (ages 19-34) to participate in the survey.
Ms. McLane said young adults were not targeted any differently than the other age groups. The survey
was publicized via postcard, newsflashes, social media and traditional media outlets. Cm. Tutino asked
how teenagers were targeted. Ms. McLane said the Consultant held a roundtable discussion for teens,
which was publicized through the same channels as the survey and though a request to the Youth
Advisory Commission to help reach the teen community. Cm. Tutino asked where the teen roundtable
responses are shown in the results. Ms. McLane explained that roundtable responses were
incorporated in the Consultant’s summary.
Cm. Deets asked about the recommendation that the City partner with culturally specific groups to
deliver multicultural programming. Ms. McLane explained the Consultant is using best practices
examples from other cities. The City does not have expertise in culturally specific art forms. Other cities
found success by inviting specific cultural communities and artists to participate.
Cm. Tutino asked if a Staff member would be hired to manage a partnership with the District and other
aspects of these recommendations. Ms. McLane explained at this moment there are no plans to hire
additional staff; however existing Staff responsibilities could shift to accommodate this if City Council
determines it to be a priority. Staff could also explore partnerships with other organizations and
volunteer assistance to implement recommendations.
Chair Blackburn asked about the cost to convert the Police Services Wing to a cultural arts center. Ms.
McLane cited a Staff report presented to City Council in early 2016, which estimated the cost at $5.6
million.
Cm. Minniear asked for clarification on what that $5.6 million would cover. Ms. McLane said it would be
for the lower level for the Police Services Wing.
Chair Blackburn asked if Staff was satisfied with local arts organizations participation in the Cultural Arts
Needs Assessment. Ms. McLane said Staff was happy with the response and is working on building
relations with local arts organizations. There are not many organizations based in Dublin, but there are
many arts organizations based in neighboring communities, which serve Dublin residents. She said arts
organizations are encouraged to register in Dublin’s Cultural Arts Database.
Chair Blackburn opened the floor for Public Comment.
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Mr. Richard Guarienti, Dublin resident, said he participated in the survey and round tables and
appreciated the full study. He asked the Commission to consider adding a recommendation regarding
communication about the arts, particularly better communication to the public about what art already
exists in Dublin. Mr. Guarienti would like to see a new public art brochure and map. He referenced an art
treasure hunt the City produced in the past and suggested the City create something like the Pokemon
game, where finding art might be a game, and that schools be invited to visit local art. Mr. Guarienti also
suggested a recommendation to better maintain the City’s artwork.
Ms. Anita Carr, Alameda County Arts Commissioner and Dublin resident, participated in the survey. She
noted that she plays Pokemon and most of the art locations in Dublin are Pokemon stops. Ms. Carr
suggested the Commission recommend that the City work with the Alameda County Arts Commission
(ACAC), as the County Commission has strong ties with the school districts. Ms. Carr encouraged
everyone to attend the ACAC meetings.
Ms. Tara Bhuthimethee, Dublin Planning Commissioner, made a comment speaking only as a resident
and not as a representative of her Commission, saying she also wants to see an update to the Cultural
Arts Master Plan. She agreed with Mr. Guarienti’s comment on the importance of maintaining public art
work. Maintenance of art work reflects how a community values its art. She is personally interested in
viewing art in pedestrian areas, specifically in the downtown area. She encouraged the City to find a
way to help the public interpret art. Ms. Bhuthimethee suggested the amphitheater be programmed
with a themed series of events, such as opera or Shakespeare.
Ms. Kit Lau, Dublin resident, strongly agreed with the other suggestions regarding communications and
maximizing the use of the new amphitheater. She asked where the amphitheater is located. She also
asked if the Cultural Arts Master Plan and Public Art Master plan are available online.
Ms. McLane noted that City Council did approve money for art maintenance in this Fiscal Year’s budget
and work has already begun at some locations.
Cm. Tutino asked if the Commission needed to make a recommendation to maintain the art. Ms.
McLane explained that would not be necessary, as artwork maintenance is already planned and
budgeted.
Cm. Minniear asked if maintenance of historical markers was included. Ms. McLane said yes, markers
were included.
Chair Blackburn discussed how to incorporate communication and partnerships into the
recommendations. She suggested these be part of all the other recommendations, rather than specific
recommendations themselves.
Cm. Minniear said he believed communication and partnership roles and responsibilities would naturally
be including in a master plan. He noted that the Dublin Fine Art Foundation (DFAF), which was active
when the original master plans were drafted, is now defunct; some of the communication and
partnership roles DFAF previously filled may need to be re-assigned.
Cm. Iharosi suggested the City offer more weekend and evening classes to serve working parents.
Cm. He suggested communicating what we are doing as a City at other City-sponsored events. He would
like to see more music events offered and specifically different types of music than is currently offered.
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Ms. McLane explained that City-presented concerts are budgeted as part of various special events; a
small amount has been allocated this year for some events at Dublin High School and the new
amphitheater. Specific types of music are not specified in those budgets; any direction to focus on
specific types of music might be done through a Cultural Arts Master Plan. By partnering with arts
groups, City Staff hopes to be able to offer a wider variety.
Chair Blackburn stated she would like to see Dublin start and support a group much like the Dublin Fine
Arts Foundation to create an arts community and encourage citizen volunteerism. Ms. McLane
explained that these types of organizations generally are not established by Cities, but rather by
members of the public. Chair Blackburn said the City needs to play a stronger role in involving the
community, perhaps creating citizen advisory groups to help update the Cultural Arts and Public Art
Master Plans.
Cm. Minniear stressed the importance of developing public and private partnerships around the arts,
not simply building arts facilities and hoping that the public will attend and participate.
Mr. Rodems agreed with Cm. Minniear that growth of arts programs and facilities needs to be planned
and sustainable. He said the City could start by looking at our programing. Mr. Rodems said the Staff
work plan calls for both the Public Arts Master Plan and the Cultural Arts Master Plan to be updated in
the next year. He confirmed that City Council has taken a very strong stance that we maintain our public
art and get people connected to in the art in our community. Mr. Rodems said developing a wellrounded Parks and Community Services Department is a priority, and that the Department will adjust
how and what it provides for the community in response to community need.
Cm. Minniear asked if Las Positas College has been approached as a partner. Ms. McLane said it had not,
but that is a great suggestion.
Commissioners discussed making a sixth recommendation to City Council regarding public, private
partnerships, a focus on community engagement, and communication.
Mr. Guarienti asked if Public Comment could be re-opened. Chair Blackburn did so, and Mr. Guarienti
suggested that any advisory committees assembled for the Cultural Arts and Public Art Master Plans
have an ongoing role. The advisory committees for the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plans are
reconvened twice a year to review progress.
Ms. Carr noted that when she was part of the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission, the Commission
regularly referred to the Cultural Arts Master Plan for direction.
Cm. Minniear and Chair Blackburn offered wording suggestions for a sixth recommendation.
Mr. Rodems commented on the importance of making any sixth recommendation explicitly clear. He
noted that communication goals and methods will be engrained in the Master Plans.
Cm. Deets suggested hosting an arts symposium.
Ms. McLane offered to work on the wording of the sixth recommendation before it goes to City Council.
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On a motion by Chair Blackburn, seconded by Cm. He, and by a vote of 6-0-0, with Cm. Szollos absent,
the Commission took the following action:
ACTION:
Recommended City Council adopt the recommendations presented in the Staff Report, with the addition
of a sixth recommendation to strengthen and formalize community engagement in the cultural arts
community.
8.2
Summer 2016 Quarterly Report
Ms. Tegan McLane, Cultural Arts and Heritage Manager, presented the specifics of the item as outlined
in the Staff Report.
Cm. Minniear asked how the City-hosted campouts relate to the cultural arts. Ms. McLane stated they
are offered by the Special Events team which fall under the Cultural Arts and Heritage Division.
ACTION:
The Commission received the Report.
OTHER BUSINESS
9.1

Brief Information Only Reports from Heritage & Cultural Arts Commissioners and/or
Staff

Cm. Iharosi commented that the fountain at Shannon Park is not working again. She also noted that the
City would benefit from a better volunteer management system, as she was required to fingerprint
twice for two different City volunteer opportunities. She announced that she is not applying for a
second term on the Commission, but considered it an honor to serve and enjoyed it. She encourages the
City to continue recruiting new Commissioners from among the graduates of the Inside Dublin program.
Cm. Tutino welcomed Mr. Rodems. She shared concerns about parking at the Heritage Center with the
occupancy of the homes across the street from the park. She is putting final touches on the Highway 21
mural. Cm. Tutino serves on the Dublin Unified School District Visual and Performing Arts committee,
and said they are working on an arts needs assessment for the schools. She also has volunteered her
classroom to be a pilot classroom for a new heritage outreach program City Staff is developing. The
program will dovetail with the Westward Expansion curriculum for fifth graders. Cm. Tutino thanked
Anita Carr for making sure Dublin had representation on the selection committee for public art at the
new County Courthouse in Dublin. The City symbol will be in the center of some of the art.
Chairperson Blackburn recognized Commissioners whose terms are ending. She presented Cm. Deets,
Cm. Iharosi, Cm. Tutino and Cm. Minniear with plaques to thank them for their service.
Cm. Minniear attended the Hometown Heroes event and complimented Senior Center Staff and Rotary
Club on an exceptional job. He especially enjoyed the Camp Parks historic pictures. Cm. Minniear
thanked the City for efforts to resume operation of the Emerald Glen fountain and thanked Heritage
Staff for cooperating with DUSD on events to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Murray School
District.
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Cm. Deets indicated he also is not re-applying for a second term on the Heritage and Cultural Arts
Commission. He said he has enjoyed watching the Commission grow over the years and has enjoyed
sharing Dublin’s art in the parks with people from other countries, as well as learning from them.
Ms. McLane provided program, project, and event updates.
Cm. Minniear complimented Heritage Staff on the wonderful job hosting a portion of the Conference of
California Historical Societies in October.
9.2
Discussion of Future Agenda Items
Ms. McLane provided an overview of upcoming agenda items for the Commission.
Chairperson Blackburn said she cannot attend in December. Ms. McLane will confirm whether Cm.
Szollos can attend and chair the meeting. Cm. Tutino stated she will Chair the December 2016 meeting
if Cm. Szollos is unavailable.
Cm. Minniear suggested a future agenda include discussion of update to the Dublin Historic Park Master
Plan, and perhaps redefining it as a History Master Plan, to encompass historic resources located
throughout the City. Cm. Minniear also recommended the Commission discuss establishing criteria for
historical retention of City documents.
ADJOURNMENT
Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:17 PM.
Minutes prepared by Kristen Finn, Recording Secretary.

ATTEST: _________________________________
Tegan McLane
Cultural Arts and Heritage Manager

______________________________
Kathy Blackburn
Chairperson

STAFF REPORT

HERITAGE & CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
DATE:

December 8, 2016

TO:

Honorable Chair and Commissioners

FROM:

Tegan McLane, Cultural Arts & Heritage Manager

SUBJECT:

Utility Box Art Selection

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission will consider utility box art design applications from five artists
and make a recommendation to City Council.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Staff estimates the cost for a Utility Box Art Pilot Program – including artist payments and Staff time – to be
approximately $7,700. Per the Public Art Ordinance, this project is eligible for funding with Public Art Fund
monies, and Council has approved $8,000 for the purpose of this program.
RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Commission select and recommend City Council approval of professional artists
for the three boxes along Village Parkway, and consider recommending professional artists for the boxes
nearest to Dublin High School.
DESCRIPTION:
At the March 1, 2016 meeting, the City Council approved and funded a Utility Box Art Pilot Program to paint
six boxes in the Village Parkway District and Dublin High School neighborhood. The Commission
recommended the three boxes nearest Dublin High School (A, B, and C) be reserved for student artists
working under the supervision of an adult artist or art teacher, and the three boxes in the Village Parkway
District (D, E, and F) be awarded to professional artists or student artists.
The City Council directed Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission to choose a theme, and the theme chosen
was “variations on a shamrock.”
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ITEM NO: 8.1

Staff issued a Call for Artists on October 24, publicizing the opportunity through normal City channels
(website, etc.), as well as via email to local public school art teachers, private art studios, registrants in the
Cultural Arts Database, nearby cities with successful utility box art programs, and the California Cultural Arts
Council website. The deadline to apply was November 21.
No student applications were received for boxes A, B, and C, although Staff is aware that teachers did
promote the opportunity numerous times to students.
Five professional artists applied, submitting a total of nine designs for consideration for boxes D, E, and F.
The artists are:
Suzanne Gayle of Hayward – Two designs for any box. “Shamrock Community” depicts an orange cat
playing in a field of shamrocks and a golden dog romping in shamrocks. “Electric Shamrock” uses bright
colors to emphasize a happy, cheerful community. It is also a nod to Dublin’s growing technology sector.
Lisa Long of Dublin – Three designs for any box. Design #1 is bold, graphic design in blue, green and
black, depicting shamrock covered hills with silhouettes from Dublin history including a rancher leading a
horse, a barn, Old St. Raymond church and the Kolb House. Design #2 is a modern take on a field of clovers
with a pattern of 6” circles with a clover in the center of each. Design #3 is a fusion of the heritage of Dublin
settlers with those who live here today. It is done in German folk art style (Kolbs) and features good luck
symbols from Chinese, Arab/Hebrew and German cultures as well as the shamrock, with sayings about good
luck on the box sides.
John Osgood of Danville – One design for box E, depicting an abstracted green shamrock on the Village
side and blue bird “representing nature that is found right here in your own backyard” on the Lewis side of
the box. The artist uses layers of color to add texture and dimensionality.
Kimberly Overton of Castro Valley - One design for any box, titled “Reaching for a Shamrock,” which
features hands of various skin tones reaching for shamrocks against a light green background and was
inspired by a poem the artist wrote.
Kalani Ware of Fairfield – Two designs, one for box E and one for box F. Both box designs are abstract
color and texture to portray “connection, diversity and social interaction.” The colors represent the Irish
community.
The artists’ resumes, designs, and statements are attached.
Staff recommends the Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission choose a preferred design for each of boxes
D, E, and F.
In light of the absence of any student submissions for boxes A, B, and C, Staff recommends the Commission
relax the Call for Artists specifications that six different artists be chosen and that only students be considered
for the boxes near the high school. The three boxes in the high school neighborhood are frequent targets of
graffiti vandals. The desire to use public art to deter graffiti on specific “problem” boxes was a significant
factor in establishing this pilot program. Staff believes there may be viable designs from among the
professional submissions, which the Commission may wish to consider for boxes A, B, or C. As the boxes are
all approximately the same size, Staff believes artists who indicated “any box” would be willing to modify
designs to fit boxes near the high school, if asked to do so.
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NOTICING REQUIREMENTS/PUBLIC OUTREACH:
A courtesy notice of this item was sent to businesses and residents within 300 feet of the proposed boxes and
to administrators and art teachers at the high school.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Suzanne Gayle resume, proposal, and statement.
Lisa Long resume, proposal, and statement.
John Osgood resume, proposal, and statement.
Kimberly Overton resume, proposal, and statement.
Kalani Ware resume, proposal, and statement.
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ATTACHMENT 1

ATTACHMENT 2

ATTACHMENT 3

ATTACHMENT 4

ATTACHMENT 5

STAFF REPORT

HERITAGE AND CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
DATE:

December 8, 2016

TO:

Honorable Chair and Commission Members

FROM:

Tegan McLane, Cultural Arts & Heritage Manager

SUBJECT:

2017 Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Dates

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Commission will receive a calendar of 2017 Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission meeting dates.
RECOMMENDATION:
Receive the Report.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
None.
DESCRIPTION:
Heritage and Cultural Arts Commission meetings are scheduled for the second Thursday of the month at 7:00
PM at City Council Chamber. Meetings may be cancelled if they fall on a holiday, if there is not a quorum, or
if there is no business to be discussed.
Special meetings may be called by a majority of the Commission members or by the Chairperson. Notice of
special meetings will be given, as required by law. Any meeting on a different date, time or location than the
regularly scheduled meeting is considered a special meeting.
The 2017 meeting schedule is as follows:
January 12, 2017
February 9, 2017
March 9, 2017
April 13, 2017
May 11, 2017
June 8, 2017
July 12, 2017
August 10, 2017
September 14, 2017
_____________________________________________________________________________________
ITEM NO: 8.2
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October 12, 2017
November 9, 2017
December 14, 2017
At this time, Staff is not aware of any 2017 meeting dates that might be cancelled, nor any meeting dates
where the date, time or location might need to be changed.
NOTICING REQUIREMENTS/PUBLIC OUTREACH:
None.
ATTACHMENTS:
None.
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